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What are they?

• Portable and versatile 

• Various models (SOLTUS 500) 
Scotland county hospital 

• Indicated for critical 
patients that are unable to 
stand or move

• User friendly and generally 
safe

• Increases the quality of care 
that we can provide for 
patients



Where are they used?

• Emergency rooms

• Surgical floor

• ICU units

• Military (mobile medical 
units)

• Nursing homes 

• Veterinary Medicine 



What type of view do you get?

• PA vs AP view

• Portable X-rays yield AP views

• PA is preferred but not always 
accessible 

• AP view may sometimes be the 
only choice 

• Shorter tube-detector distances can 
cause differences in AP view 

• Enlarges shadow of heart and 
mediastinum is common in AP view

• COVID-19 examples 



What can they confirm?

• Can aid in correct placement 
of a new medical device and 
any associated complications

Some examples 

• Nasogastric tube

• Endotracheal tube 

• Oesophageal temperature 
probe

• central line placement



What complications can they confirm?

• Some major complications that can be 
seen on portable chest x-rays include

• ARDS (above right side)

• Pneumoperitoneum (above left side)

• Rare instance of an iatrogenic 
Pneumothorax caused from inginal
hernia repair (below) 

Before After
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